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The 2018 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5 °C 

highlights that the lower maximum increase of 1.5°C 

warming would already be reached by 2040 on current 

emissions levels unless global carbon dioxide (CO2) 

emissions decline by 45% by 2030 and remain on course 

for ‘net zero’ by 2050. The report outlined the benefits of 

aiming for the lower threshold but recognised that this 

would require rapid and far-reaching.
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